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nevertheless, in the words of Judge Gurric, " murder and
outrage stalked through the land at noonday and were as the
pestilence that flieth by night."
In October 1882 the National League was formed, which
made Home Rule, and not the land question, its principal
concern, and, in 1884, Gladstone's new Franchise Act was
passed, an event pregnant with importance for the Irish
Party. The Act increased the Irish representation consider-
ably, and trebled the Irish voters. Heretofore the higher
property qualifications had prevented the Nationalists from
overwhelming the polls in Ireland. The Orangemen in the
North foresaw the certain consequences of the change, and
began a violent agitation. They saw that the new franchise
would give the Nationalists the balance of power, and that
this might mean Home Rule, Meanwhile under the Union
they had prospered exceedingly, and developed the country
out of all recognition : their ancestors had been the strength
of Grattan's Parliament, but Catholic emancipation and the
democratic franchise had intervened, and they knew that in
an All Ireland Parliament they would be tinder the heel of
the South. " Captain Boycott" and *c Captain Moonlight"
would then hold sway in Ulster, and this must never be ; no
surrender* So apprehensive did Ulster become that Sir
Stafford Northcote, leader of the Conservatives in the
House, found it necessary to tell Belfast not to " fire off your
guns in the gaiety of your hearts" ; and Colonel King-
Harman, M.P., told the Orangemen 6* to keep the cartridge
in the rifle,'* Nevertheless, Ulstermen, far and wide, began
to arm : but their methods were very different from those of
the South ; as Tim Healy records, " the Orange rioter never
moves without orders : unlike the Nationalist mobster, lie is
a disciplined unit/3 How true the judgment is will be shown
abundantly by the history of Carson's leadership as con-
trasted with that of Parncll. Already the whirlwind was being
sown between North and South.